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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
For the past two months, starting with 
the death of Renee Gravel in mid-
January, I have addressed the deaths of 
eight individuals, including my mother. 
It has been a difficult time to be the 
pastor of this church. As a pastor, I 
learned the importance long ago of 
remaining flexible and adaptable to 
change, and adjusting to the frequent 
deaths of loved ones has been 
periodically, part of my call, but that 
was all before the viral pandemic.  
 
Never in our lifetimes have any of us 
been bombarded by change as rapidly 
and as profoundly as we have in the 
past three weeks. Wave after wave of 
decision needed to be made, requiring 
at times, the need to rethink a decision 
that was just made hours before. 
About the time the governor shut 
down restaurants in the state, I had 
realized that we needed to offer 
remote worship on You Tube. And how 
we do that each week continues to 
evolve as well, from just me in pulpit, 
to just a few of us leading worship so 
that we could offer music. And now we 
recognize more change may be 
necessary. On Sunday night, March 22, 
the Session began to strategize for new 
scenarios. If there is a civil order 
directed at citizens in our community 
to stay at home, then we will have to 
adjust our plans again. In that case, I 
will preach from my desk, into my 
computer camera, and will load the 
sermon on You Tube for your use. It 
appears, likely, that this may occur. 

 
Last week I met with the Valdese 
Ministerial Association, and we talked 

about putting all Holy Week noon 
services online this year, since it is not 
safe for us or anyone to host the 
services. And then there is Easter. 
Now, just a few weeks away.  It grieves 
me to think that we cannot celebrate 
the joy of Easter and the promise of 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
together, at least not in the ways that 
we always have. If we face a stay at 
home mandate, we won’t even be able 
to have the Sunrise Service. If that is 
the case, I will develop the worship 
services online. We can still celebrate 
Easter and be with each other via You 
Tube.  I know that the U.S. President 
would like to see our lives get back to 
normal by Easter. In a perfect world, 
we all would like to see that, but the 
Session and I decided on March 22 that 
we would remain in full compliance 
with all medically advised directives 
from our government.  
 
To allow church leaders and 
committees to continue to operate, I 
have purchased an account to operate 
our meetings remotely using computer 
cameras or cell phones. If we face 
lockdown, this will be essential.  
 
One of the hard decisions we had to 
make regards the operation of the food 
pantry. Fifteen of our twenty-five 
pantry volunteers are in the at-risk 
category of older adulthood, and many 
of them have preexisting medical 
conditions. In addition, we have been 
told by our food suppliers that, at 
present, we cannot buy bulk purchases 
of the food in which we stock our 
pantry. Even if we wanted to run the 
pantry with younger volunteers, we 
will not have enough food to give 

away, even during the first week. In a 
time when the needs of people will 
increase in numbers, that is particularly 
painful to me.  
 
No one knows how long we will face 
this constricted way of life, but we do 
know with certainty, that it will end 
someday. In the meantime, as the 
Apostle Paul says,  
 

“So we are always confident,  
even though we know that while  
we are at home in the body, 
 we are away from the Lord, for 
 we walk by faith and not by sight.” 

  
Your Session has made some of the 
most difficult decisions that we have 
ever had to make as church leaders, 
but when we concluded our meeting 
on March 22, I told them that I was 
extremely proud of the compassionate 
and careful decisions that they have 
made for the wellbeing of each and 
every member of the church, for the 
staff, and for the ongoing ministries of 
our church. These are hard days for us 
all. I ask for your prayers for your 
church leaders for strength and 
wisdom to live faithfully and obediently 
to God in these difficult times. Pray for 
those who are out of work and reach 
out to fellow Presbyterians and 
neighbors, especially to anyone of any 
age that lives alone. God will see us 
through these tough times, and we will 
again know Easter Joy in our lives.   
    
 Adjusting to remain faithful, 
 Pastor Kevin Frederick  
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This year’s Holy Week 
services may be found 

on Youtube. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
On New Year's Day this year, I was 
listening online to some new anthems, 
and I sent the Chancel Choir an email 
with a link to listen to "God Gives the 
Song," by Craig Courtney.  Here's what I 
wrote to them on that day: "In the first 
day of the new year, I am listening to 
music for our coming months.  This is 
another that will be hard to sing because 
we will be emotional, but it is another 
powerful, beautiful one with a singing 
cello line that I hope Mowa will be able 
to play with us during the season of 
Lent." I had no idea at the time that 
Mowa would die (at age 25) on January 
9, or that so much grief would befall our 
faith community with the large number 
of deaths of beloved people who have 
shaped many of your lives over decades.  
There is an astonishing number of friends 
and family in our midst who currently 
face major health crises, treatments, and 
recoveries.  Then the Coronavirus and the 
suspension of our church schedule for an 
unknown period of time is a cloud over 
all of us.  Those of us involved in music 
ministry for all ages here miss very much 
the "therapy" that our weekly rehearsals 
offer, the joy of sharing music in 
rehearsal and in worship, the opportunity 
to express our faith and give thanks to 
God in the best way we know how.  But 
we are called even now to remember 
God's goodness and ever presence, and 
to trust--always to trust. 
 
The Chancel Choir spent significant 
rehearsal time on "God Gives the Song" 
in January, February, and the first part of 
March.  We had planned to offer it in  
 

 

worship on March 29 with guest cellist 
Carolyn Konnert, a friend of Carla's who  
is also Sam Frederick's former 'cello 
teacher.  I share here the lyrics of the 
anthem, written by Susan Bentall 
Boersma, with music by Craig Courtney.  I 
pray that it will offer you Hope.  Until we 
can sing and play it for you some future 
week, may its message give you Peace 
now. 
 

"When time sweeps yesterday away, it 
leaves behind an empty heart, 
Weeping through the night so dark and 
long. 
When words are lost among the tears, 
When sadness steals another day, 
God hears our cries and turns our sighs 
into a song. 
 
Sing to the One who mends our broken 
hearts with music, 
Sing to the One who fills our empty 
hearts with love. 
Sing to the One who gives us light to step 
into the darkest night. 
Sing to the God who turns our sighs into 
a song. 
 
From heaven falls a mercy sweet, 
The time for weeping now is gone; 
God hears our sighs and give us His 
eternal song. 
 
Sing to the One who mends our broken 
hearts with music, 
Sing to the One who fills our empty 
hearts with love. 
Sing to the One who gives us light to step 
into the darkest night. 
Sing to the God who turns our sighs into 
a song." 
 
Until we resume our schedule, let's keep 
singing to that One:  in the shower; as 
you work; as you pray; as you drive; as 
you wait; as you recover; as you grieve.  
We will come back together with 
renewed energy and faith. 
 
God is with us, every step.   
 
Laurie Nicholson  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 

 
 

Have no fear, there is going to be enough 
food.  For most of us we could live on 
what we have in the pantry and the 
freezer.  Though we are "sheltering in 
place", no need to blow the diet or start 
eating things you don't normally eat.  
Keep in mind carb, protein, veggie/fruit, 
majority protein and veggie/fruit.  If you 
are not as active as you used to be, 
maybe little to no carbs. 
 
Now might be the time to try new spice 
combinations, new food combinations. 
The internet is an excellent resource for 
food adventures or maybe even some old 
recipes you've been wanting to make.  
Below I have listed a few suggestions, 
things I do at home and things I have 
done with my students over the years. 
 
* Dry pasta, pasta sauce, garlic, olive oil, 
salt and pepper. If you don't have pasta 
sauce, use canned tomatoes  Add 
chicken, tuna, salmon, canned or frozen 
vegetables and you have a meal. 
 
* Dry pasta, canned vegetables, chicken, 
cheese sauce, shredded cheese.  Cheese 
sauce:  equal parts melted butter and 
flour, add milk-low heat. Mixture will 
thicken add shredded cheese. 
 
* Ramen noodles are very versatile. They 
can be used at any meal.  Throw out the 
flavor packet and use a premade 
broth/stock and just like with the pasta, 
add your favorite veggies and protein.  
For the kids, have a ramen challenge 
where each family member comes up 
with their own recipe and have mom 
and/or dad "judge". 
 
*  SPAM is really not that bad, it is good 
for any meal. 
 

Continued… 



 

* Make pancakes/waffles from scratch: 
   1 1/2 cup flour  
    1 egg 
    2 tbsp. oil 
    3 ½ tsp. baking powder 
 1 tsp. salt 
 1 tbsp. sugar 
    1 ¼ cup milk 
 

Mix all ingredients together, pour ¼  
amounts on a hot, lightly greased 
griddle or a skillet and ENJOY!  Great 
for supper, as well as breakfast. 

 
Most of this stuff you already know, I 
wanted to remind you of what you 
already have and that we are much 
better off than some who have been 
afflicted with this virus. We are 
overcomers! 
 
Bon appétit! 
Coron Jordan 

 
 

 
 

 

Christian sympathy is extended to 
the family of Ed Bleynat who passed 
away on February 29; to the family of 
Loy Ray Burris who passed away on 
March 2; to the family of Spottswood 
Neale who passed away on March 
18; and to the family of Clara Demiter 
who passed away on March 20. 

 

 
 
 

INTERESTED IN SCOUTING? 

Our WPC Brownie Troop (Grades 2 and 
3) and our high school Senior Troop 
(Grades 9-12) have open slots available 
and would love to include more girls. If 
interested, please contact Jean-Marie 
Cole at 430-1371. The Brownie troop 
meets the first and third Sunday of each 
month from 3:00-5:00pm, and the 
Senior Troop also meets the first and 
third Sundays from 2:00pm-4:00pm. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
April 1 Teri Gainey Bastian 
 Brooks Mitchell 
April 2 Henry Adams 
 Lauren Robbins 
April 3 David Bonner 
 Catherine Magennis 
 Steve Mullis 
April 4 Gary Cooke 
 Mary Jane Frederick 
 Linda Harvey 
April 5 Eddie Perrou, Sr. 
April 6 Louis Garrou 
April 7 Chilo Forsyth 
 Ginger Furmage 
 Chilton Cabot Jarrett 
 Liz Murphy 
 John Williams 
April 8 Billy Brittain 
April 9 Ann Garrou 
April 10 Abigail Andersen 
 Taryn Cabot 
 Hannah Cole 
 Betty Garrou 
April 11 Rita Spivey 
April 12 Brenda Wellborn 
April 13 Britney Austin 
 John Cannon 
 Jenna Pons 
April 14 Olivier McGimpsey 
 Emily Simmons 
April 16 Marilyn Norford 
April 17 Billy Anderson 
 Braylee Bollinger 
 Max Gilleland 
April 19 Anna Heilman 
April 21 Ray Burris 
 Piper Jillings 
 Faith Kaplan 
 Britt Simmons 
April 22 Rosalba Shook 
April 24 Andrew Zimmerman 
April 25 Jordan Greene 
April 26 Francesca Huffman 
April 27 Wade Garrison 
April 30 Tai Zimmerman Cole 

 
 

Our March Nickel a Meal 
offering totaled $577. Thank 

you for your support! 
 

 

 

Thank you for paying your pledges 

on time. Pledges and offering can 

be sent to:  Waldensian 

Presbyterian Church, 109 Main 

Street E, Valdese, NC  28690. 

 

 
 

 

 
Presbyterian Women’s 

Annual Tent Sale 
 

Will be rescheduled for a later date. 
 

 

 
 

Bible Quiz 
 

When John the Baptist was 
arrested, Jesus started preaching.  
According to the gospel of Mark, he 
proclaimed the good news of God.  
Fill in the blanks to reveal the rest of 
Jesus’ preaching theme. 
 
“The time has ___________,” he 
said. 
 
“The kingdom of God is 
___________.  Repent and 
_____________ the good  
news!” 
 
The answer can be found 
in Mark 1:15.  If possible, 
use the New International 
Version of the Bible. 
 
Answer:  come; near; believe 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
January 26, 2020 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office. 
Detailed committee reports are also 
available. Some committee highlights will 
be contained in various parts of this 
report. However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information.  
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
Steve presented the closing financial 
statements for 2019. Revenues were 
$455,730 compared to the $521,905 in 
budgeted revenues. Expenses were 
$497,695, resulting in a $41,965 shortfall, 
which was covered by a planned MADE-5 
transfer from our endowment accounts 
of $48,173. After this transfer, the 
budget for the year, had a surplus of 
$6,208. Steve presented a summary of 
activity in the Restricted Accounts, which 
total $5,077,951 including Endowments. 
The Endowments include market capital 
gains or losses for 2019. Steve also 
presented the year-ending balance sheet, 
which shows balanced assets and 
liabilities of $5,434,894. He also 
presented a detailed analysis of activity 
in each account in the General Fund, and 
explained any irregularity that appears. 
Steve then reviewed a summary of the 
Endowment Funds for 2019. The total of 
all endowment funds grew from $ 
5,069,933 at the end of 2018, to 
$6,123,936 at the end of 2019. Steve 
answered several questions that were 
raised by the elders.  
 
Cemetery Report: (Steve Martinat) 
Steve presented a report of cemetery 
activity for 2019. There were 6 burials 
during 2019. Steve reviewed the 
Cemetery Mowing account which had a 
budgeted amount of $7,500 with actual 
expenses for 2019 being $5,465. The 
Cemetery Fund was reviewed. The 
beginning balance was $10,887. With a 
plot purchase of $1,250, the current fund 
balance is $12,137. Steve then reviewed  

 

the Cemetery Endowment Fund which 
includes contributions from the 
Community Foundation of Burke County. 
This fund is used to pay for mowing and 
upkeep of the cemetery. The fund 
balance as of December 31, 2019 is 
$7,700. This total includes four 
contributions of $1,925 during 2019. 
Steve commented on the need for 
signage, similar to that used in the Town 
Cemetery, to encourage the placement 
of flowers which would not interfere with 
mowing and weed trimming. This will be 
referred to the Cemetery Committee for 
recommendations. He also stated that 
there is a problem with fire ant mounds 
in the cemetery. He has talked with an 
exterminating company, and they will 
begin treatment of these areas in warmer 
weather. The cost for these treatments 
should come from the maintenance 
budget.  
 
Approved Motions (other than routine):  
Motion: To elect Tamika Garrison and 
Gunter Harbison as commissioners to 
the Presbytery meeting in Montreat on 
April 28, 2020.  
 
Motion: To approve the Christian Action 
Committee calendar of events for 2020.  
 
Motion: To approve the list of possible 
members to remove from the Church 
Roll pending review by the Financial 
Secretary.  
 
Motion: Remove the fryer from kitchen 
and sell or donate it.  
 
Motion: To accept Bart Bounous, Roger 
Heavner, and Harvey Jones as members 
of the Insurance Committee for 2020.  
 
Motion: The Property Committee makes 
a motion that the 1995 Dodge 15- 
Passenger Van be sold for $2,200  
and that John Cannon, Clerk of Session, 
be authorized to sign the Title to effect 
the immediate sale.  
 
Furthermore, the Committee motions 
that the 30-Passenger Bus be sold as 
soon as possible at a cost yet to be 
determined, and the Clerk of Session be 
authorized to sign the Title, whenever 
the sale is finalized.  
 
 

 

Motion: To accept the 2020 Endowment 
and Gift Committees.  
Endowment: Marc Mitchell, Chair; Chip 
Black, Jim Rostan, David Wiese, Susan 
Stevenson, and  
Carolyn Williams.  
Kevin Frederick, Ex Officio  
Steve Martinat, Ex Officio  
 
Gift Acceptance: Gunter Harbison, Jim 
Furr, John Heilman, and Janice Berry  
 
Motion: To approve the Blessing of the 
Pets Service on October 11, 2020. A rain 
date would be October 18, 2020.  
 
Other News  
New officer installation occurred during 
the 10:55 AM Traditional Service on 
January 12, 2020.  
 
Elders: David Fletcher, Mary Murray, Judy 
Waldrop, and Renee Gravel 
 
 Deacons: Jonas Johnson, Grayson 
Turner, Hailey Garrou, and Teresa 
Jacumin  
 
The annual Officer's Retreat was held at 
8:30am on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 
the Tron House. There was discussion of 
this meeting by the elders.  
 
A discussion was held to determine the 
next step in the Pastor Transition 
process. Several ideas were discussed. It 
was the consensus of the elders that 
each elder would email five names of 
church members to the clerk. This was to 
be done by February 16. The clerk will 
compile a list of these names and bring 
the list to the February Session meeting 
for distribution to the elders. The elders 
would then vote for five prospective 
committee members from this list that 
would be asked to pursue the hiring of an 
interim pastor. This process will be done 
with assistance from the Presbytery of 
WNC.  
 
Emily Chapman said that the Christian 
Action Committee had met on January 5, 
2020. She asked for discussion of the 
Christmas Scene and the Christmas play. 
There were many positive comments 
from the elders about the play. No one 
had heard any comments from members 
about not having the outdoor Christmas 
Scene. It was discussed about the  

 



 

difficulty in getting volunteers for the 
outdoor scene and the issues with 
weather. It was decided to do the 
Christmas play one more year and not 
have the outdoor scene.  
 
Emily distributed a list of “Fall and Winter 
by the Numbers” which listed the 
number of children participating in 
Sunday morning Children’s Church. The 
list stated that 27 children of church 
members were served and that eight 
visiting children were served by the 
Children’s Church.  
 
Distribution of MADE 5 money in the 
amount of $500.00 to the indicated 
recipients including the following will 
occur in May.  
 
Hygiene Closet- FUMC; Back to School 
Supplies- Cornerstone; Dry Bottoms- 
First Christian Church; Clothing Closet- 
First Baptist; Hallyburton Backpack 
Program-Calvary and Drexel First Baptist; 
CAM- WPC  
 
Restroom renovations in Pioneer Hall – 
Plans have been submitted from the 
architect to the engineer for electrical, 
plumbing, and heating design. After 
those plans are complete, bids will be 
received, and work should begin on the 
project.  
 
Roof project – The insurance company 
has denied the claim because of age and 
deterioration. Other alternatives are 
being investigated.  
 
A 7.5-ton AC unit will need to be 
replaced.  
 
Gunter Harbison stated that the 
Stewardship and Finance Committee is 
planning the pledge drive and budget 
process for next year. He will be 
requesting committee budgets at an 
earlier date than last year. This will give 
more time to assemble the final budget 
presentation.  
 
John Cannon  
Clerk of Session 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
February 23, 2020 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
Steve presented the revised closing 
financial statements for 2019. Actual 
revenues were $497,383 compared to 
the $521,905 in budgeted revenues. The 
actual revenues included a budget offset 
of $41,552 which was covered by a 
planned MADE-5 transfer from our 
endowment accounts.  Expenses were 
$497,383 compared to $521,905 in 
budgeted expenses. The transfer of the 
$41,552 from the MADE-5 account 
resulted in a balanced end-of-the-year 
budget.  Steve next presented a 
summary of activity in the MADE-5 Fund 
as of December 31, 2020. This fund has a 
total available of $241,067 with $57,077 
readily available at First Citizens Bank. 
Steve presented the revised year-ending 
balance sheet, which shows balanced 
assets and liabilities of $6,095,014.   
Steve then reviewed the Summary of 
Revenues and Expenses for January 31, 
2020.  Actual income for January was 
$27,415.  Expenses for January were 
$43,600 which produces a shortfall of 
$16,185. After applying the 8.33% 
approved budget offset of $4,056, the 
shortfall would be $12,129 at the end of 
January.  Steve presented a Summary of 
Restricted Accounts as of January 31, 
2020 which total $5,688,668, including 
Endowments.  He also presented a 
detailed analysis of activity in each 
account in the General Fund, and 
explained any irregularity that appears.   
Steve answered several questions that 
were raised by the elders. 
 
Steve also reported that the Property 
Committee had sold the 1995 van and 
the 1999 bus.  The Property Committee 
meeting minutes listed that the church  

 

received $2,200 for the van and $8,500 
for the bus. Because the new bus has 
been donated to the church, it was 
discussed and decided, to move the 
money for the sales of the old vehicles 
to the Manse Fund. 
   
Order of the Day- Church property off 
Pineburr Ave. (Steve Martinat) See 
attached document and map 
Steve presented the following 
information about a church-owned 
parcel on Pineburr Avenue: 
W.P.C. owned parcel of .38 acre (no road 
frontage) off Pineburr Ave. SE, Valdese 
valued at $11,400 on GIS. 
The following information is a result of 
research on the Burke Co. GIS website 
and from a meeting with Larry Johnson, 
Valdese Town Planner, on January 28, 
2020 in his office.   Steve met with Larry 
regarding above parcel of land which 
had been deeded to the church in July 
1989 by four Guigou sisters and 
husbands of three sisters (one sister was 
Louise Guigou Cox). The GIS map clearly 
shows a small building on the church's 
parcel.  There is also a possibility that a 
section of a house on an adjoining lot is 
also on the church parcel.  Two road 
frontage lots with houses are owned by 
Donald and Shirley Peach of Morganton.  
Of these two houses, one is currently 
vacant (900 Pineburr Ave.) and the other 
(904 Pineburr Ave.) is currently occupied 
by Bryan Copperwheat. After discussion 
by the elders, the consensus was to give 
this information to the Property 
Committee to explore our options and 
report back to Session at a later date 
with recommendations.    
 
Order of the Day- Discussion of Ruth 
Williams Scholarship Fund (Wes 
Garrou) See attached document 
 
Wes presented the following 
information from the Ruth Williams 
Music Scholarship Committee in a report 
to the Stewardship and Finance 
Committee: 
 
He stated that Session created the Ruth 
Williams Music Scholarship (RWS) in 
1964 as a way of paying due honor and 
recognition to the late Mrs. George W. 
Williams, Jr in appreciation of her work  
in the musical program of the Church.  



 

The scholarship is awarded to a 
deserving graduate of East Burke or 
Draughn High School who is majoring in 
music at a college, university, or 
recognized conservatory of music. The 
primary award will be a minimum of 
$500 or the interest on the capital 
investment, whichever is greater.  
 
Currently, the fund contains 
approximately $50,000 and is invested 
with the Presbyterian Foundation. The 
investment is allocated into 74% New 
Covenant Growth Fund and 24% New 
Covenant Income Fund. While this 
allocation has allowed the principal to 
grow substantially, the relatively low 
percentage invested in the Income Fund 
produced only $457.60 in 2019 for use in 
2020 on an investment of $49,745.24 or 
less than 1% of the total. That amount is 
less than the minimum award amount of 
$500 specified in the RWS Fund 
prospectus. The fund is not 
accomplishing the task for which it was 
established. 
 
The committee therefore proposes that 
the funding mechanism for the RWS be 
changed to mirror that of WPC’s 
M.A.D.E. 5 program.   
 
 Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
Motion:  The committee therefore 
proposes that the funding mechanism 
for the RWS be changed to mirror   that 
of WPC’s M.A.D.E. 5 program. Under 
this proposal, the amount available for 
the committee to award = an amount 
calculated by multiplying 4% times the 
average of the values of the RWS Fund 
as of June 30 on each of the five (5) 
years preceding the year in which the 
calculation is made. This procedure will 
generate approximately $2000/year for 
scholarships while protecting the 
principal of the fund and still allowing it 
to grow. 
 
Motion:  Cindy Burris Goodwin and 
Bryan Goodman desire that their 
daughter Ophelia Marie Goodwin   
receive the Sacrament of Baptism 
during worship on April 12, 2020. Also, 
Jenny Burris Mahorney and Kevin 
Mahorney desire that their daughter 
Lillian Quinn Mahorney receive the  

 

Sacrament of Baptism on April 12, 2020.  
The Worship Committee recommends 
to Session the approval of these 
Baptisms. 
 
Motion:  That Session approve $15,700, 
from the 2% Fund, to replace our 
current 7.5 ton Carrier heat pump with 
a 7.5 ton Trane unit. This cost includes 
all labor, taxes, and reinforcing of the 
existing structure which supports the 
air handling unit in the attic of the 
sanctuary.  
 
Motion:  To approve the Annual 
Statistical Report.   
 
Motion:  To pursue forming a 
committee to prepare a job description 
for the position, interview candidates,     
and to present to Session their final 
choice of an  interim pastor to begin 
employment after Rev. Frederick’s     
retirement at the end of January. 2021.  
The hiring of the interim pastor would 
be made by Session. 
 
Motion:  For Session to approve two 
new, one time fundraiser meal events 
to assist in funding for a December 
delegation to Guatemala. 
 
Motion:  That the WPC positions of 
Director of Music and Connections 
Music Leader be combined into the  
title of Director of Music. The new job 
title and job description will include 
current duties of both positions.   
The job title will become effective when 
the revised job description is approved 
by Session. 
 
Motion:  The S&F committee 
recommends to the Session that the 
budgeted benevolences of the church 
be reviewed (probably by the Mission 
Committee) to make sure they are 
benevolences we still like to support   
and are up to date in the dollar 
amounts wished to be given.  This is to 
be done by June, 2020 and a report     
given to S&F at that time. 
 
Other News 
Annual Statistical Report is attached to 
the packet. (Session approval required  
by Presbytery) John reviewed some 
highlights of this report which included  
 

the following: Prior year active members 
were 375. Our gains included 1 transfer 
and 5 professions for a total of 6 new 
members for 2019. Our losses included 3 
transfers and 8 deaths for a total of 11 
losses for 2019. This produced a net loss 
in membership of 5 members and a 
resulting total of 370 members at the 
end of 2019. This report has been 
emailed to the Office of the General 
Assembly.   
 
New members  - Kevin presented a list of 
8 prospective new members that he will 
be contacting in the near future. He also 
stated that we also have 7 confirmands 
that will be joining the church on Easter 
Sunday.   
 
Emily stated that her committee had 
met on February 2, 2020 and asked for 
guidance from Session about how to 
proceed with the festival meal/soutisso 
sale.  She said that in recent years the 
attendance to the meal had been 
declining, and it was getting more 
difficult to find volunteers to help with 
the meal.  A discussion followed, with 
suggestions from the elders. 
 
There will be a fundraiser on April 25, 
2020 for Guatemala missions. It will be 
on the church grounds with a block 
party theme and have food and music. 
  
 John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Children’s Letters to Pastors 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 My father should be a minister.  
Every week he gives us a sermon about 
something. 
  - Robert  
 
Dear Pastor, 
 I liked your sermon Sunday. 
Especially when it was finished. 
  - Ralph 
 
Dear pastor,  
Please say a prayer for our Little League 
team. We need God’s help. Or a new 
pitcher. Thank you. 
  - Alexander  

 


